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SUBJECT: COMMENTS OF FOREIGN MINISTER CHARUNPHAN ON LAOTIAN 
SITUATION 

1. DURING AMBASSADOR KINTNER'S APPOINTMENT WITH FOREIGN 
MINISTER CHARUNPHAN ON JULY 12, THE FOREIGN MINISTER AND 
DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER CHATCHAI COMMENTED BRIEFLY UPON 
THE LAOTIAN SITUATION. (NOTE: THIS CONVERSATION OCCURED 
BEFORE SOUVANNA PHOUMA’S HEART ATTACK 

LATER THAT DAY.) 

2. CHATCHAI EXPRESSED GREAT SATISFACTION OVER PRIME MINISTER 
SOUVANNA PHOUMA'S STATEMENT THAT NORTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS 
SHOULD WITHDRAW FROM LAOTION TERRITORY. HE NOTED THAT THE 
PUBLIC ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF THESE FORCES BY SOUVANNA PHOUMA 
WAS VERY IMPORTANT. CHARUNPHAN AGREED WITH THE AMBASSADOR 
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PUBLICLY MAKING WITHDRAWAL OF NORTH VIETNAMESE FORCES 
FROM CAMBODIA AND LAOS A PRIOR CONDITION FOR WITHDRAWAL 
OF U.S. FORCES FROM THAILAND. 

3. THE FOREIGN MINISTER EXPRESSED CONCERN ABOUT THE 
SITUATION IN LAOS, HOWEVER, AND CHARACTERIZED IT AS 
"NOT GOOD". HE SAID HE WAS PARTICULARLY WORRIED ABOUT 
THE LEADERSHIP OF THE VIENTIANE SIDE AND HAD RESERVATIONS 
ABOUT THE APPARENT FAVORING OF DEFENSE MINISTER SISOUK 
BY THE U.S. DRAWING ON HIS OWN PERSONAL KNOWLEDGE AND 
EXPERIENCE IN LAOS, HE SAID HE THOUGHT SISOUK WOULD HAVE 
GREAT DIFFICULTIES IN CONTROLLING OLDER, LONG-ESTABLISHED 
POLITICIANS ON THE VIENTIANE SIDE. HE SUGGESTED A MORE 
RESPECTABLE FIGURE WAS NEEDED, BUT PROPOSED NO CANDIDATES 
WHEN QUERIED ON THIS SUBJECT BY THE AMBASSADOR. 
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